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Sexting. This is the new online version of sex that kids are having nowadays. Sexting is to put in simple words; two people having sex through text messages. This version of intercourse is actually very popular with adults. More and more people are meeting other people online and more commonly finding people that they are willing to take a longer drive to get to them. further away than where they are. Now with the newest smartphone technology, long distance relationships a lot simpler. This is where the problems start. 
Sexting, defining what counts and what does not count, and getting people to talk, acknowledge, and educated about sexting is still a grey area.  The internet can be a scary place, you don’t know who you’re talking to when you meet someone online for the first time. Apps like Tinder and Plenty of Fish are designed for meeting people online and going on dates with people without knowing their last name, address, birthday, or even age. 
When the conversation turns into more sexual content, teens under the age of 18 are at risk of being convicted of manufacturing and distributing child porn. Yes, that means what you think it means. It means that teens are sending naked photos of them themselves and sending them to the person that they are currently seeing. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In Australia, kids as young as 11 are getting caught with nude pictures on cell devices. "with 1 in 4 teens aged 14 to 17 experiencing at least one sexting/sextortion/revenge porn behavior in the past 12 months” (Lanai, S. 2017). With new social media platforms being produced and as more kids/teens use them, the more likely they are to fall victim to revenge porn. Revenge porn is when someone sends a naked photo of themselves and sent it to someone else, but then that someone else turns around and uses that naked photo against the sender. This version of blackmail is common in bad breakups or strangers pretending to be someone else. Snapchat, the most recent and very popular, is the platform being used the most for the abuse in 62% of revenge porn cases (Lanai, S. 2017). The scariest part about it that in a survey, teens were asked who was asking for nude photos of them, friends, potential dating partners, have said the request had come from a stranger. In one case an 11-year-old girl sent a naked image through Snapchat to a 13-year-old boy at her school, the image was then saved and shared around her school, and a fake Instagram account was made to slut-shame the girl (Lanai, S. 2017).  However, it can escalate even more. In another case in India, a 14-year-old girl sent naked photos to a stranger after making her believe that he was a 15-year-old. She tried to stop the communication, however, he sent the photos of her to her parents, and started blackmailing her, threatening her if she stopped sending him the photos, he would send the photos to her friends. Luckily, she reached out and got help before he could do some real damage. Revenge porn and sexting is not just a first world problem, this effect all corners of the world, at least all corners where the internet reaches.	Comment by Grammarly: Deleted:u
U.S. prosecutors are not only charging adults but minors as well as child pornography and other related crimes (Knorr, C. 2016). People, kids, and adults do not understand what will happen after they hit send. Because sexting is still a new topic, current laws are not going to protect teens fully (Lampe, R. 2013). The toughest phase of any new trend is understanding it and how it could ruin someone's life. 
	Comment by Grammarly: Deleted:with	Comment by Grammarly: Deleted:,	Comment by Grammarly: Deleted:f	Comment by Grammarly: Deleted:r
Teens are in that age where their egos are very delicate, which means that if something happened in a teen relationship where it ended on a bad note, one of the two people will be at risk of being a victim of revenge porn. This basically means that because you shared a naked photo of yourself and sent it to someone, that person now owns a copy of that photo and can do whatever they want to do with it. They could post it on all social media, send it to people you didn’t want to and a lot more. 	Comment by Grammarly: Deleted:s
	Here’s the reason why I think teens do this. They don’t know what they’re doing. Nobody wants to have the sex talk with their kids. They feel embarrassed about sex and sometimes they’re too insecure with themselves and would rather engage in sex online where you won’t have to look someone in the eyes for 30 minutes tops but instead they now have the option to look at a screen. 
	To parents, this can be terrifying. Teenagers are very private and don’t like prying parent’s eyes all up in their business, they just want to be left alone. However, in today’s age, the peer pressure among peers is at an all-time high. Kids just want to find a place to fit in, and they’ll do anything to get to that goal. They are willing to give up their dignity by sending naked photos to strangers. 
	In conclusion, teens do not have the tools, resources, or enough knowledge about sexting because they could have their entire life ruined by one person and one photo. It’s hard to keep an eye on teens with their own devices. Without the proper education about this grey area, several lives could be at stake. 
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