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Interested Topics 
3. evaluate coping mechanisms for living with existential fear and the real threat of death
	This topic interested me because I instantly thought: Doomsday Preppers. There is a Netflix Original show with the same name and they show case people and families and evaluate just how prepared they are for different end of the world scenarios. Some of the most common reasons to prepare are: stock marketing crashing, terrorists, world food shortage and the zombie apocalypse. 
	The reason why I might have picked this topic is because the extent of how much people will prepare is fascinating of a psychoanalysis lens. People genuinely think that the world is going to end by a zombie apocalypse is weird but at the same time a reasonable thing to do. There are many zombie examples throughout history explaining why it’s not a bad idea. For example, you could argue the invention of vaccines was an extreme way to prepare for flu epidemics. People were dying from a variety of preventable illnesses and society looked to scientists for a solution. People were dying at an extreme rate and it caused panic.  
Another example of dooms day prepping would be the aftermath of 9/11. The reaction to the terror threats scared the US government and sent Troops almost immediately and called a war on terrorists. United States airports and Border Security shut down for weeks and tightened security procedures. Ever since 9/11, the fear of terrorists still haunts Americans just like how the zombie virus would give apocalypse survivors that same fear. The Walking Dead would be a really good comparative to 9/11 because throughout the show there are moments that people felt during the Twin Tower attacks. In the very first episode, Rick is in complete shock that the world had changed completely. This is the same feeling that families had when they watched the planes fly in the Towers. Families were changed forever because of lost ones who had died.  
The reason why I did not pick this topic is because I have done a lot of terrorist and vaccine case studies in my core program, I felt like I would be doing this assignment again but for a different class in a slightly different context. 
2. Compare and contrast Black Plague with depictions of various zombie outbreaks              
	This topic interested me because I have studied the Dark Ages for a very long time at any chance that I can. During my grade 11 year, I wrote a thesis wither King Arthur was real or not. I even acted in a medieval festival for five years. Every part of this time period piqued my interest including the effects of the Black Plague. 
	The Black Plague is similar to the zombie virus in a way that they both physically goes from person to person – infecting them and then ultimately killing the host and then moving on to the next person. At the time there was no way to stop it, even today humanity is not prepared to fight off the Black Plague just like how the idea of a zombie apocalypse is laughable to three quarters of society. There are a lot of examples when it comes to showcasing the ‘bitten’ or ‘scratch’ inflected way to spread the virus. 
On IZombie, scratching was the most common method of infecting people with the zombie virus. In the video game The Last of Us, it was common for storyline-based characters to kill themselves because they had some sort of marking given to them by a zombie. The game would then force you to shoot them character in the head before they came back as a zombie for good. A bullet to through the brain is the most common way a variety of zombie-based movies and shows that was initiated by a scratch. Black Summer, The Walking Dead, and Supernatural all used the same formula when presenting their versions of zombies. 
The reason why I did not want to do this topic is because I know I will spend way too much time deciding what sources to use. I would spend so much time doing research I would forget that there’s not actual essay. This has happened before in a different class and it was humours but frustrating. 
The Black Plague and the Dark Ages are also not related to my Public Relations program so I feel like I would be wasting time getting lost in a project like that. 

1, Compare leadership and administrative structures in zombie films with the ‘zombie politics’ seen in nationalist groups
This last topic interested me the most because it is probably one of the most realistic reason why there would be a zombie outbreak, at least in my opinion. The nationalist group that would be the most relevant would be the Ku Klux Klan and other White Extremist groups. For decades white supremacist groups like the Aryan Brotherhood, the KKK and The Republican Party are growing larger and larger every day. With Trump in power, those ideals will only be fueled more. This is a ‘here and now problem’ in a way we already have started the zombie apocalypse process. However, we are still in the early stages and we can turn it around. 
What acts as the zombie virus in this case is the spread of the idea that white race is only race and everyone else needs to be terminated. There are major examples of this for instance the Nazi Party and the use of Death Camps. In Canada, the use of residential schools was used to keep Aboriginal people separate from the rest of the world and from their families. It was the idea that these people were bad and the white people needed to put them in their place when in fact it was not their place to begin with. 
Since the Obama Administration left the White House and Trump moved in – the White Supremacists are seizing their opportunities because they see a leader in huge power with the same idea of them. Canada has recently officially called that all white extremist groups will be known as terrorists because ISIS shares the same idea that violence will get them what they want. You could use the attacks (State side and overseas) as supporting evidence that these wars fuel the strong beliefs of white supremacy. 
I chose this topic because to me, it has the strongest argument points. It is also the most timely and current example of a zombie apocalypse.  White supremacy is the problem to a lot of situations that are happening in States (gun control, race wars, police brutality, deportation centres). We are already in the beginning stages of a race zombie apocalypse. 
5 Philosophical Questions 
1. What is the rational reasoning behind determining what race is superior to others?
2. Is white supremacy nature or nurture?
3. Could the zombie apocalypse be started by white supremacy? If so, who would be leading it? 
4.  What is the root behind white supremacy? Can it be determined or will it build over time?
5. What are the parallel similarities between white supremacy and the zombie apocalypse?

The reason why I chose this question as a thesis because in order for the message to get across to the reader that the world is going to garbage is to show them that there is not much of a difference between fact and fiction in a race war. If you lay out the facts of reality and what’s happening in the real world and compare it to a situation that society deems ‘too crazy to actually happen’, they will be in a reality shock. People will not believe you until you throw fact into their faces. But even then, sometimes, they still will deny when the facts are being talked about and proven. 
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