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To: CBC Opinion 
From: Hannah Charlton
Subject: I Might be Deaf but Hear my Noise.

Dear CBC Opinion,

	This op-ed is from a person of disability that is struggling in everyday life. I am twenty years old, I will lose 100% of my hearing by the age of 40. I cannot afford to take an ASL class however, I learned French for free even though I never used it. Do you know what would be more useful than French? Sign language. Did you know that there are more Canadians that either hard of hearing or deaf than people who use French as a first language? This op-ed outline why sign language should be mandatory in the education curriculum in elementary and secondary schools. As a person who is hard of hearing, I am concerned that there are other people like me who are in need of ASL classes now and for those who will need it in the future. 

Thank you,
Hannah Charlton


I have come to terms that one day, I will be completely 100% deaf. My doctors say that will happen around that time I turn 40. I turn 21 this year. Let me start from the beginning. When I was a small child, I had chronic ear infections and it got so bad I lost 75% of my hearing. I would not have known that you were speaking to me unless I was looking right center of your face. I got very good at lip reading. I had surgery three different times and it did help for a few years, but I knew it was going to be temporary. I hate being right all the time.   
	An MRI, a CAT scan, a balance test and a noise frequency test later, my theory was proven correct and I have lost the ability to hear a low alto frequency level noise, which ironically is the average frequency noise level that the majority of men have. Did you know that hearing aids cost an average $2,000 per pair? 
	6.8 million Canadians are deaf or hard of hearing. 7.7 million Canadians speak French as a first language. So why isn’t sign language an official language of Canada since its just as important as French? Students learn French from grade 1 to grade 9 and beyond. Students can also learn Spanish, German, Shakespeare and some schools offer language clubs that will teach you Dothraki, Volkin, and Yoda. But nowhere in sight do I see sign language classes. 
	Conestoga College offers an ASL Continuing Education Program course with six levels. For $336 you can learn ASL at a beginner level. Mohawk also offers an ASL Continuing Education Program in Hamilton. Do you see the issue here? Not a single public or catholic elementary or secondary school offers a class for sign language. I don’t think my parents would have allowed me to apply to a university just so I could communicate to my family. I lost my hearing the first time while I was in kindergarten to grade 2. Those are the vital years in developing speaking patterns, introducing grammar and spelling, and during these years a child’s speaking and hearing senses are still developing. 
	So, who can benefit from sign language classes? Not every deaf person is born deaf. I didn’t lose my hearing at birth. Not every family can afford or located close enough to send their kids to a school specialized in disabilities and teaching ASL. Could people who aren’t deaf or hard of hearing benefit from ASL classes? Absolutely. There are dozens of children who are mute or choose not to speak. Teaching those kids ASL could help families understand their child and allow the child to communicate without the pressure to speak out loud. There are students that don’t speak the same language as their teacher. In Canada, that may be a bigger problem than a lot of people realize. The English language is one of the hardest languages to learn because it’s like learning five other languages at once. With sign language, you don’t have to study verbs or nouns or figuring out the accent enough to say the word correctly. Whereas with sign language there is a clear message of what hand motions go with what word. A simple three step hand motion can substitute several sentences of confusion or bad translations. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	  “But the Doug Ford government just cut funding for nurses, autism, sex-education and increasing classroom sizes, what makes you think he will fund this?” well I don’t expect change overnight, nor will I roll over and give in into something that might not be easy to do. Let’s start the conversation. Let’s listen for the voice that we can’t hear. Sign language can be taught in so many different ways because there are so many ways to learn it. You can integrate it into any class. Math and science classes can teach sign language because yes, there are deaf scientists and mathematicians. There are ways that we can save money and resources while teaching a language in other classrooms. I mean if we can do it with French emersion, why not with sign language?
Sign language is so important, and it can affect anyone at any time in their life. I am so afraid to lose my hearing. A world where I won’t be able to hear my husband’s voice as he tells me he loves me or where I won’t be able to hear my child get my attention. If sign language was taught in elementary and secondary schools, nobody else would be afraid as I am right now.


